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by our Asian affairs correspondent

CHINESE laboratories are working day and night
to develop a coronavirus vaccine and when they
do, they will share it with all the peoples of the
world. People’s China has five potential vaccines
in clinical trials in the race to find a way to stop
the plague that has killed hundreds of thousands
of people across the world.
China is leading the global
race in the development of
a coronavirus vaccine. Half
of the vaccines that have already gone into clinical trials
were discovered by Chinese
companies.
The big pharmaceutical
corporations in the imperialist heartlands hope to make
billions out of a COVID-19
vaccine but the people’s government in China say their
research will be for the “global
public good”. Whilst China
shared the genome sequence
information on the coronavirus in a timely manner, US
imperialism has concealed
their research into coronavirus
vaccines and President Donald
Trump says he would use US
vaccines as a strategic asset.
Over 86,000 Americans
have died from COVID-19,
but Trump has tried to divert
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attention away from his own
incompetence by blaming
China and the World Health
Organisation (WHO) for alleged lack of transparency
despite the fact that China
and the WHO did their best
to warn the Americans of the
dire situation.
Trump and his cronies are
linking the origin of the virus
with a lab in Wuhan, although
Washington’s own intelligence agencies and medical
experts reject this ridiculous
conspiracy theory. They even
try to drag in others to extort
so-called compensation from
China over the outbreak whilst
refusing to join international
efforts to cope with the pandemic.
Washington has withheld
funding to the WHO, the
United Nation’s body that
has been working around
the clock to bring countries
together over the crisis. No
US representative showed
up at the European Union
COVID-19 online pledging
conference that aimed to raise
funds for the joint development of vaccines against the
lethal pathogen.
But Chinese President
Xi Jinping pledged to make
any COVID-19 vaccine universally available once it’s
developed. During a video

address to the World Health
Assembly, the governing body
of the Geneva-based WHO,
on Monday, Xi Jinping said:
“After the research and development of China’s coronavirus vaccine is completed
and it is put into use, it will be
made a global public good.”
This move would be China’s
contribution to achieving
accessibility and affordability
of a vaccine in developing
countries as well, Xi said.
“In China, after making
painstaking efforts and enormous sacrifice, we have turned
the tide on the virus and protected the life and health of
our people,” Xi Jinping told
the Assembly. “All along, we
have acted with openness,
transparency and responsibility.”
Xi called for greater international co-operation in
fighting the pandemic. He
also said China will provide
$2 billion over two years to
support the fight. China has
sent more than 20 medical expert teams overseas, provided
much-needed anti-virus supplies to over 150 countries and
international organisations,
and donated a total of $50
million to the WHO to support
its response to the pandemic.
Zhang Xiaolian, a research
fellow in immunology from
the Wuhan University School
of Basic Medical Sciences,
said this shows China’s general attitude of not seeing profits
as a priority but that China
intends to serve the global
community in the face of the
public health crisis. China
will not use any vaccine as
a private asset but will share
with the rest of the world, es-

pecially developing countries
that are struggling to combat
the coronavirus.

• Chinese scientists fight
against the virus.

FUND
Week two of the May appeal brought in donations for the
fighting fund from all over the country. An old friend in Essex
gave us £30 and we got £50 from a Southampton reader with
his sub renewal. An Aberdare supporter sent us £20 and we
got another from a reader in St Helens. A Carlisle supporter
contributed £40 and a Manchester reader sent in a fiver. It all
come to £595 pushing the running total for the month to exactly
£1,000. We now need £2,500 more to hit our target for May.
The labour movement may be stalled because of the lockdown but come what may the New Worker comes out every
week. This is thanks to the determined band of supporters who
keep up the fund that keeps the price down and our suppliers
sweet. Make sure of our continued production by joining in!
Your donation, big or small, counts. Send it to: New Worker
Fund, PO Box 73, London SW11 2PQ. Cheques and postal
orders should be made payable to the ‘New Worker’. To save
a stamp you can also use your credit or debit card to send
contributions here:
http://newworker.org/ncpcentral/fightingfund.html
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Support the teachers!
WHILST Boris Johnson wants most schools in Britain to re-open next month his own alma mater, Eton
College, will remain closed until September. The
country’s paramount public school, along with most
of the other top fee-paying secondary schools, will
only re-open when the college authorities think it’s
safe to do so in the autumn. Schools that cater for
the children of the ruling class are not prepared to
put the health of their pupils and staff at risk during
the coronavirus crisis. But it’s another matter for the
plebs as far as the Johnson government is concerned.
Workers’ kids are expected to go back to school in
June despite the continuing risk of infection to pupils
and teachers.
Five former Tory and Labour education ministers
along with the odious Tony Blair are supporting the
Government’s plans for re-opening schools in phases.
Gavin Williamson, the current Education Secretary,
says the plan is based on scientific advice – but this
confidence is not shared by the teaching unions or the
medical profession.
Teaching unions have rejected the plans, saying teachers and children would be at risk of catching the disease
and accelerating its spread back out into the community.
The British Medical Association (BMA) says that
the number of coronavirus cases is still too high to open
schools safely, whilst the teaching unions say schools
should only be reopened when they can safely do so.
The 300,000 strong NASUWT teachers’ union
warned the government that it will have to do more to
win the trust of teachers, after a poll of almost 30,000
members found that just five per cent believed it was safe
for more children to return to schools in England from 1st
June. The National Education Union (NEU), the largest
teaching union in the UK, says wider opening should
only happen when national tests are met and there is full
compliance with the union’s health checklist.
No wonder there’s widespread opposition on the
street to the Johnson plan, despite the best efforts of the
bourgeois media to drum up support for a general return
to work in the education sector.
Liverpool and Hartlepool councils have flatly refused
to implement the return to school plan, and at least
another eight mostly Labour-run councils have joined
them, whilst others have expressed similar concerns over
safety and timing.
Some 1,500 English primary schools are now expected to remain closed in 12 days’ time and the Government
concedes that the re-opening date will now not be ‘uniform’ across England.
The Prime Minister announced the phased re-opening of schools in a statement on 10th May that Jeremy
Corbyn’s supporters in Parliament said was “a thinly
veiled declaration of class war from a government that
has chosen to put the economic demands of some sections of big business above the welfare of the country”.
The Socialist Campaign Group MPs said: “Protecting
the people is the first duty of any government and the
government is failing to do so. Wherever trade unions
are forced to step in to take action against bosses who
put their members’ health at risk they will have our full
and unwavering support.”
Schools should only open with the agreement of the
teaching unions. Schools should only open when it’s safe.

Doctors told to
shut up about PPE
by Lilia Dergacheva

ACCORDING to WhistleblowersUK, which was
incentivised by the Department of Health to speak up
about burning issues in the
health sector, the group has
been contacted by at least
100 medical staff over a lack
of protective kit supplies
for frontline COVID-19
workers.
Some NHS managers have
attempted to silence doctors
willing to speak out against
existing shortages of personal
protective equipment (PPE),
the BBC reported citing WhistleblowersUK’s account, despite the Department of Health
insisting that no one should
be prevented from speaking
their mind.
A newsletter sent out to
staff at one healthcare trust
suggested subjects for tweets,
such as thanking staff for
their hard work on the crisis
frontline and giving tribute
to retired NHS staff who had
returned to the workforce. It
specified however, that staff
were to avoid “commenting
on political issues, such as
PPE”.
Another trust put up posters in hospital staff areas
that told healthcare workers
not to “make public appeals
for equipment, donations,
or volunteers”, the BBC’s
Newsnight found out.
The programme also quoted an unnamed doctor who
had posted concerns about
PPE shortages: “They hauled
me up in front of a panel of
senior managers – it was very,
very intimidating” he said,
further indicating that the
rhetoric he was instructed to
pursue looked like a mantra:
“They kept on feeding me
what felt like government type
of lines, saying ‘this hospital
has never had PPE shortages’
– which I know to be factually
untrue. And that essentially I
should stop causing a fuss.
“There have been colleagues who’ve died at my
hospital. And there have been
a handful more who’ve been
in ICU (intensive care units).
It’s very, very concerning
that we can’t even say our
colleagues have died, please
don’t let us be next.”
Another medical worker
told the BBC that he and his

colleagues had been warned
by their manager that if they
persisted in their effort to
speak up they would get a
“reputation” and “find it hard
to get a job at that trust or
others in the region”.
“I was told we need positive messaging that suggested
everyone in the NHS is working very hard, we are doing
our best in the pandemic. I
was told this is what we need
to be putting out, not negative
stories,” the doctor detailed.
Meanwhile, the Department of Health and Social
Care has publicly hoorayed
the whistle-blowers’ efforts,
with its spokesperson stressing those people “perform a
vital and courageous service
in ensuring safe care”.
Yet Dr Jenny Vaughan, law
and policy lead at campaigning organisation Doctors’ Association UK, noted that their
concerns “weren’t listened to
properly”.
“These are people who
had tried the right channels.
These are people genuinely
raising concerns who went to
the people who should have
listened to them and felt either
they couldn’t raise a concern
or they weren’t listened to”
Vaughan affirmed, implying
that the system is far from
being open.
“If you have a transparent, open culture of reporting
and people feel free that they
can speak up about safety

• A doctor protests outside No 10.

concerns, it saves lives,” she
argued.
Her stance was echoed by
Georgina Halford-Hall from
WhistleblowersUK. “The
system is completely broken”
she insisted, saying that the
default position is an auto-immune response against the
whistleblower rather than the
point he or she makes.
Over 100 medical staff
have reportedly contacted the
group since March raising
concerns about protective kits
and their supplies for frontline
COVID-19 workers.
According to the most recent estimates, at least 33,614
people have died of COVID-19 in the UK, including
24,100 in hospitals in England, with the overall number
of infections approaching
233,200.
It emerged last week that
millions of items in the British
epidemic kit stockpile, including 80 per cent of respirators
at the NHS’s disposal, were
already out of date by the time
the coronavirus crunch hit the
country in late January, according to a Channel 4 report.
The worrisome report coincided with a far-reaching
debate over the Government’s
order for Turkish-manufactured PPE, part of which had
reportedly failed tests for
safety standards and awaited
further checks.
Sputnik
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THE THREE main civil service
trade unions have united to
condemn Government proposals to set a low limit on pay rises
this year despite their members
going above and beyond the call
of duty in the Department for
Work and Pensions, Customs
and Revenue, the Home Office
and many other departments.
At a time when inflation is
running at 2.6 per cent ministerial
guidance is that pay rises will
be in the range of 1.5–2.5 per
cent, which the mathematically
minded will note is an effective
wage cut.
Speaking for PCS, the largest
union, General Secretary Mark
Serwotka said: “It is an outrageous swindle that ministers
have embarked upon by offering our members a pay cut
in return for their Herculean
efforts during the Corona pan-

demic. It shows the hypocrisy of
ministers who on the one hand,
applaud and praise public sector
workers but do not think they are
worthy of a genuine pay rise.”
He noted that PCS has worked
hard to make sure members are
kept safe and where possible
working from home to support people accessing benefits,
dealing with taxes, supporting
businesses and workers in the furlough scheme, and protecting our
borders.
Further up the food chain,
Prospect’s General Secretary
Mike Clancy said: “Responding
to an economic shock on this
scale with more austerity and pay
cuts for public servants would
be like throwing water on a chip
pan fire.
“Slashing the wages of the
public servants who have helped
us through this crisis would not
only be immoral, it would only
make the situation worse, leading
to a spiral of cuts and unemployment that will hamstring Britain
for a decade.
“Ministers must ignore these
proposals and focus government
attention on saving jobs, supporting incomes, and getting the
economy firing on all cylinders
once it is safe to do so.”
Speaking for the mandarins at the top of the tree, Dave
Penman, General Secretary of
the FDA deplored that fact the
ministers refused to follow their
advice to make a single Civil
Service-wide offer this year

instead of time-consuming individual departmental negotiations,
saying: “It is unfortunate that
the Minister did not take up our
offer of a single settlement, and
it is clear that civil service pay
arrangements still fall woefully
behind the rest of the public
sector, having remained largely
unreformed for a quarter of a
century. That said, we welcome
the recognition of the extraordinary work of the civil service and
desire to see timely settlements
this year.”
It does not seem to have
dawned on him that a ‘reform’
of the Civil Service under Boris
Johnson might not be entirely
desirable, rather than permit a
slight lifting of the 2.5 per cent
limit he hoped to breach.

Say no
more

trating solely on bemoaning the
decline of 22 per cent in those
who believe in the Judeo-Christian god over the last 30 years
with the headline: “Americans
losing grip on most basic tenets
of Christian faith: survey.”

posties who have been putting themselves at risk, without
proper PPE, to help keep society
functioning. Also in contrast to
many workers who have lost
their jobs during the COVID-19
pandemic, Rico swans off with an
overly generous £450,000 golden
handshake.
A Communication Workers
Union (CWU) spokesperson
said: “Postal workers have been
outstanding during this pandemic
and are ready to embrace innovation, new products and building
on their role in every community
in the UK.
“It is absolutely critical that
the new chief executive wants to
work with the CWU to overcome
the challenges we all face and deliver the postal service the public
and our members deserve.”

Workers’
Notes
Praise but
no raise
by New Worker
correspondent

Satan overtakes God

A recent poll in the USA,
from the recently-founded
Cultural Research Center in Arizona, reports that: “Americans
are now more confident about
the existence of Satan than they
are of God! Overall, 56 per
cent contend that Satan is an
influential spiritual being; just
51 per cent believe in a God
who is an influential spiritual
being – and a significant share
of them (49 per cent) are not
fully confident that He truly
exists.”
In other words, more Americans believe in the existence
of Satan as an “influential
spiritual being” than believe in
a god as an influential spiritual
being.
What confuses me is that
surely what they refer to as
‘Satan’ is a construct of the
Judeao-Christian god?
Both www.patheos.com
and www.christianpost.com
carry reports of the poll, but
the latter omits the references
to the belief in Satan, concen-

Return to sender

Rico Beck has resigned as
boss of privatised Royal Mail
with immediate effect. News of
his departure was greeted with
cheers and celebrations by Royal
Mail staff.
For the last two years he’s
been mired in controversy over
his pay – including a £5.8m
‘golden hello’ and a pay packet
of up to £2.7m in his first year if
performance targets were met –
and his battles with the unions.
Seventy per cent of the company’s shareholders had voted
against the pay deal, with MPs
demanding an explanation as to
why the payment had been buried
in the company’s annual accounts
instead of being disclosed in a remuneration report, as is standard
practice.
Royal Mail reported last week
that revenue from UK parcels,
international and letters dropped
by £22m in April compared with
April last year.
During the lockdown he’s
been working from his £2.3million home over-looking Lake
Zurich, in contrast to the poor

Hard Times
indeed
by New Worker
correspondent

LIFE UNDER Lockdown is
tough for all, but one sadly
neglected minority group’s sufferings have gone largely unnoticed. Get your hankies out as
you prepare to shed a tear over
the unspeakable hardships that
are presently being suffered by
outrageously rich people. It is
extremely difficult to look after your 14-bedroom mansion

Lack of integrity

Donald Trump has appointed
the Kansas Secretary of State
Kris Kobach as Vice Chair of the
new Election Integrity Commission that will “review policies
and practices that enhance or
undermine the American people’s confidence in the integrity
of federal elections and provide
the president with a report that
identifies system vulnerabilities
that lead to improper registrations
and voting”.
Kobach has already been
sued successfully four times

• It is easier, and more pleasant, for some to do social distancing.

when your servants cannot
come in to work. The obvious
lesson is that you need live-in
servants rather than having
people coming in every day.
It was truly heart-breaking
to read in a recent issue of the
Times about the woman who
took a Brillo pad to her expensive
enamel bath in the absence of her
maid, or the person who took
one of their chandeliers apart to
clean it and could not get it back
together. Others have had trouble
finding where the vacuum cleaner
is kept.
Some vain people are re-

ported to be having manicures
through their letterbox and others
have ended up in hospital from
foolishly injecting themselves
with fillers to keep wrinkles at
bay. Money obviously cannot buy
elementary intelligence.
Fortunately help is at hand.
Recruitment agency Polo
&Tweed have ridden to the rescue. They normally supply and
train butlers, maids and nannies
for the idle rich, but now their
website is full of useful advice
such as: “You really should be

to-date for voter suppression
according to the American Civil
Liberties Union (ACLU).
ACLU’s Voting Rights Project director said: “President
Trump is attempting to spread
his own fake news about election
integrity. Such claims have been
widely debunked, but he is still
trying to push his false reality on
the American public.
“It is telling that the president’s choice to co-lead the
commission is none other than
Kris Kobach, one of the worst
offenders of voter suppression
in the nation today. If the Trump
administration really cares about
election integrity, it will divulge
its supposed evidence before
embarking on this commission
boondoggle.”

a drug which has not been
proven to help with COVID-19
but because of him pushing
it there have been instances
of people self-medicating.
This is not only dangerous – a
study in China finding that hydroxychloroquine did not help
significantly reduce admission
to intensive care and one in
Virginia showing that it actually INCREASED mortality in
COVID-19 patients – but also
lowers the available stock for
those who actually need it for
its proven therapeutic effects
for Lupus and rheumatoid
arthritis.
Donald has now admitted
that he’s taking the unproven
drug, against FDA advice.
Even the fiercely pro-Trump
Fox News was worried enough
to warn their viewers against
taking it. Presenter Neil Cavuto
said: “If you are in a risky population here, and you are taking
this as a preventative treatment
... it will kill you. I cannot stress
enough. This will kill you.”
Also concerning is the fact
that the UK government recently paid out £20 million for
the anti-malarial drug that the
Quack is pushing.
Might I remind the Toddlerin-Chief that as he’s willing
to supposedly try out his own
suggestions, he also suggested
injecting industrial antiseptic
cleaner!

Donald Quack

As the old saying goes, “if
it walks like a duck and quacks
like a duck” (and in his case even
looks like one) …
The Toddler-in-Chief is well
known for pushing his quackery
when it comes to unproven cures
for COVID-19, especially when
he or his fellow pond-dwellers
have financial interests in them.
We’ve already drawn your attention to some of his loonier ramblings in this very same column.
Amongst his snake-oil salesman pitches was the anti-malarial
treatment hydroxychloroquine,

continued on page 4...
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cleaning your fridge regularly”
and after washing your fridge
shelves: “Make sure everything
is thoroughly dried before you
put them back into the fridge.” It
also advises: “Get into the habit
of every time you enter the house
from outside, to leave your shoes
at the door. By not taking your
shoes off, you would bring in all
mud, sand or dirt from outside
into the house which will only
result in more cleaning, vacuum
cleaning and mopping tasks for
you.” Not the sort of thing you
would notice with a team of
servants.
In the absence of an active
market for lackeys, Polo &
Tweed are helpfully offering
online courses that impart these
gems of wisdom about domestic
science that will be received with
the same sense of wonderment as
if it were Stephen Hawking discoursing about quantum physics.

Clean air
or jobs?
by New Worker
correspondent

CLEARER SKIES and less
pollution that have resulted
from the lockdown are all
very well but it also means
lost jobs, so Unite the Union is demanding that the
Government give increased
support to the aviation industry in which it has 65,000
members.
It notes at least 28,000
potential job cuts in the sector and associated industries,
including Rolls Royce and
British Airways.

20 years ago
this week

in the New Worker

NORTHERN Ireland
Secretary Peter Mandelson
last Tuesday told a conference of the GMB general
union that British industry
is at risk as long as we stay
outside the common European currency.
He said: “I fully accept
that the pound is over-valued
and the euro is under-valued.
The fact is that as long as we
are outside the Euro, there
is little we can do to protect
industry against the destabilising swings in the value of
sterling as they affect Europe
– the largest market where
we have to earn our living.”

Unite the Union wants
Boris Johnson to follow the
example of his friend Donald
Trump and provide significant
support for the sector, citing
the $50 billion given to US
aviation companies.
Unite said the government
should acknowledge aviation
as a strategically vital sector,
not just to support the 1.2 million workers who rely on the
aviation and aerospace sector
for work, but also for the regional connectivity aviation
provides and its important role
in everything from supporting
supply chains to moving NHS
medicines and PPE [personal
protective equipment].
Unite assistant general secretary Diana Holland
said: “The government has the
future of the aviation sector in
its hands. The clock is at five
to midnight. We urgently need
that programme of support
promised two months ago to
emerge in order to stabilise
this very vulnerable sector and
avert massive job losses.
“As an island we need a viable aviation sector for trade,
medicines, mail and work. Air
travel is far more than just a
leisure activity.”
In particular, Unite insists
that the government needs to
provide loans or take a financial stake in companies, with
all loans and stakes to be fully
repayable, beneficiaries would
be prohibited from paying dividends, executive pay capped,
employment terms and conditions protected, and any reduction in workforce restricted
to 10 per cent or less. It also
demands that smaller airports
and air traffic control, as well

as specific public service obligation routes within the UK’s
aviation network, should be
publicly financed in order to
retain connectivity.
It is not just those directly
employed in aviation who are
affected by empty skies. On
the Heathrow Express train
service more than 100 jobs are
under threat as the company
plans a reorganisation of the
grades, which they say will
result in 123 jobs being lost
“to reduce costs throughout
the business in order to keep
it viable and to reduce the
need to make any compulsory
redundancies”.
In response, transport union RMT General Secretary
Mick Cash said: “RMT is
appalled that under the cover of the COVID-19 crisis,
which has seen Heathrow
Express workers furloughed,
management have chosen to
put a gun to our members
heads demanding they accept a total reorganisation,
including moving half the
workforce onto part-time
contracts, or face unemployment. The union is demanding
the immediate withdrawal of
both reorganisation and redundancy proposals to allow
collective bargaining to take
place without the threat of
unemployment.”
Another polluting industry
is North Sea Oil, which has
been particularly badly hit
by the collapse in oil prices
because drilling for oil in the
deep is much more costly than
land-based extraction or from
shallow waters.
The Scottish section of
Unite has launched a ‘Save

The press has seen this as
evidence of a split in the Cabinet. Mandelson’s current job
has nothing to do with the
Treasury – that is the province
of Chancellor Gordon Brown,
whose utterances are much
more cautious.
Brown insists that Britain
cannot join the Euro until after
a referendum on the matter and
five key economic conditions
have been met.
Others believe Mandelson
is in effect firing the first shot
in a new campaign to soften
the British public up to accept
entry to the Euro, and has been
chosen to make this statement
outside his normal remit precisely because it will not be seen as
official Government policy – yet.
Mandelson’s remarks also
coincided with Prime Minister
Tony Blair’s address to the Confederation of British Industry
(CBI).
He told Britain’s bosses
that the Government was not

prepared to take action to
reduce artificially the value
of the pound compared with
the Euro.
He in turn was lectured by
CBI chief Sir Clive Thompson about how legislation
to protect workers’ rights is
damaging British industry –
along with the high value of
the pound.
Blair responded reminding him that Britain still has
“one of the most lightly regulated labour markets in the
world”, meaning that bosses
are practically free to do what
they please whilst workers’
rights to take industrial action are severely curtailed.
Sir Clive Thompson was
expressing the fears of Britain’s capitalist class that a revival of the left in the Labour
Party, especially since Ken
Livingstone demonstrated
that the right-wing grip on
the party leadership can be
challenged successfully.

Off-Shore Jobs’ campaign,
which is demanding direct
state investment via low-cost
loans to operators to make the
government “equity partners”
in any future operations; it
want bosses and government
to honour and speed up their
‘Roadmap to 2035’ commitment to maintain North Sea
employment at 135,000 jobs;
and proper collective bargaining with unions now and when
transitioning to greener industries (including a meaningful
trade union voice in relation
to the introduction of new
technology and automation).
This is the response to the
Offshore Contractors Association (OCA) planning to dismantle a collective agreement
covering the terms and conditions of around 7,000 offshore
workers. Unite’s Scottish
Secretary, Pat Rafferty, said:
“Nobody should be under
any illusions that a potential
catastrophe is facing tens of
thousands of workers over
the coming 18 months unless
swift government action occurs to stabilise the sector.”

Jobs not
dividends
by New Worker
correspondent

TUESDAY saw the announcement of 2,600 job losses at
SSE Energy Services, which
was recently taken over by
OVO in September, using
the excuse of the COVID-19
emergency. The workers are
employed in jobs such as meter reading or in call centres.
In response, Unite national
officer for energy and utilities
Peter McIntosh condemned
the company for delivering this
“devastating news for the loyal
and dedicated workforce who
have continued to provide
emergency and essential services to customers throughout
the COVID-19 crisis” and for
failing to explain why it is not
continuing to take advantage
of the government’s Job Retention Scheme (JRS), which
was specifically designed to
deal with potential job losses
caused by the coronavirus
crisis.
He noted that: “It was
on the cards that, after this
year’s integration of the two
businesses, jobs could be lost
with more customers going
online and the expansion of
digital services. COVID-19 has
accelerated this development,
but it is still no excuse not to
proactively engage with the
JRS.
“Unite will seek assurances

from the company that the redundancies will be carried on
a voluntary basis, as promised
in today’s announcement.”
Rival union GMB also
condemned the move, which
came despite OVO having
said that there would be no
job losses when it took over
SSE. The union initially welcomed the takeover but now
describe them asset strippers.
The union demanded that
government amend the Furlough scheme to ensure that
companies who take government money from the JRS are
prevented from immediately
making redundancies for at
least year.
Offices in Glasgow, Selkirk
and Reading will be closed.
Stephen Fitzpatrick, CEO
and founder of OVO, claimed
that: “What should have been
a much longer process to
digitise the SSE business and
integrate it with OVO has been
accelerated” and: “We are
seeing a rapid increase in customers using digital channels
to engage with us, and in our
experience, once customers
start to engage differently they
do not go back.” This does not
explain why 215 engineers are
also being dismissed.
Justin Bowden, GMB national secretary for the energy
sector, said: “Coronavirus outbreak or not, this is a massive
betrayal of promises made to
workers and politicians that
the sale to OVO would not
result in job losses.
“Whilst we were able to
save 700 jobs from offshoring
for now, this is still 2,600 good
UK jobs from a company that
is busy soaking up taxpayers’ money from the furlough
scheme.”
A similar point about
private companies and furlough money also came from
transport union RMT, who this
week deplored the fact that
£35 million has been spent
supporting six ferry companies, or rather shareholders,
including P&O Ferries operating critical freight routes during
the COVID-19 pandemic.
Mick Cash said: “We are
extremely concerned that this
money is not available on
the critical Holyhead–Dublin
route and that there are no
conditions attached that will
protect seafarer jobs from the
likes of P&O Ferries’ owners
in Dubai who are using public
funds to pursue mass redundancies in Dover and Hull now
and cheaper foreign crews
replacing UK seafarers when
passenger demand returns.
“We need action now to
protect our seafarers’ jobs for
the long term or the Government will have failed to protect
these strategically vital jobs in
working class communities.”
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Trump’s game:
scapegoating China
THE coronavirus global
pandemic is still raging with
its epicentre in the USA. It is
during this time that President
Trump and his administration
have launched a frontal campaign against China, blaming
it for the creation of the virus
and its spread and going
to the extent of demanding
compensation for the damage
caused.
Trump took the lead by
calling the COVID-19 virus the
“Chinese virus”. He subsequently claimed that the virus was created in a laboratory in Wuhan.
This stance was reiterated by
the former CIA chief and now
secretary of state, Mike Pompeo. Pompeo, who called it the
“Wuhan virus”, accused China
of not sharing information it had
on the virus, because of which
the USA and the world suffered
enormous losses. He declared
that the Chinese government will
have to “pay the price for what
they did”.
Trump, on 29th March, stated that he is considering suing
China for compensation for the
damage caused by the virus to
the USA. Even before Trump
made this statement, lawsuits
had been filed in courts in
Missouri, Florida and New York
against the Chinese government
suing it for damages. In Missouri, the state attorney general
has sued for compensation.
An American lawyer has filed a
case in the International Criminal Court (ICC) accusing China
of intentionally developing the
virus as a biological weapon and
alleged it is “a crime against humanity”. Needless to say none
of these lawsuits have any legal
basis as per international law.
The scapegoating of China
is being purveyed by the western corporate media and political
commentators of various hues
have joined the bandwagon.
Why is the Trump administration undertaking such a
patently false and divisive campaign at a time when there has
to be global unity and solidarity
in fighting the pandemic?
There are three reasons for
this: Firstly, it is being done to
divert attention from the disastrous way the Trump administration has dealt with the coronavirus threat. Secondly, in this
presidential election year, Trump
and the ruling Republicans want
to target China and whip up
anti-China feelings to galvanise

• Chinese medics celebrate empty beds.
their nationalist and right-wing
constituencies and thereby
cover-up their overall record in
government. Finally, the underlying and basic reason is the
fear of the US imperialist ruling
circles that China will emerge
stronger in the post-COVID-19
period, conditions for which can
be seen in the way it so effectively tackled and contained
the pandemic on a war footing.
On the other hand, there is a
visible decline in the global role
of the USA compounded by the
chaotic way it has dealt with the
pandemic.
culpability
The charges filed against
China itself betrayed the culpability of the US administration.
Whilst the charge of having
manufactured the virus in a
laboratory has been dismissed
by scientists worldwide, there
was no attempt on the part of
the Chinese government to either hide the nature of the virus
attack or stop information about
the virus being shared internationally.
The first case of the coronavirus infection in Wuhan
appeared in December 2019.
From the first patient on 1st
December, until a number of
cases that appeared in the third
week of December, it took some

time for the doctors and medical
experts to understand that
this was not an existing illness
already known to them. It was
only after investigations that the
Centre for Disease Control and
Prevention of Hubei province
(where Wuhan is situated)
concluded that this was a new
virus. This was on 29th December. The very next day, on
30th December, they informed
the central Chinese Centre for
Disease Control (CDC) and on
31st December China informed
the World Health Organisation
(WHO) about the disease.
On 3rd January, the virus
was identified as SARS-CoV-2
and the disease was later
labelled as COVID-19. Chinese
scientists worked overtime to
unravel the genome sequence
of the virus. On 9th January China shared the genetic sequence
of the new coronavirus with the
WHO and it came into the public
domain. It is this quick analysis of the genome structure
of the virus that facilitated the
ongoing global projects to find
a vaccine. Some officials at the
Hubei government level sought
to underplay the serious nature
of the virus in early January, but
they were quickly removed and
there was no cover-up.
That Trump and Pompeo are
lying about China not sharing
the information is also clear

from the fact that on 1st January
2020, the Chinese Centre for
Disease Control officials called
up Robert Redfield, head of the
US Centre for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC), and informed him about the new virus.
A few days later, Dr George F
Gao, the head of the Chinese
CDC, talked to Redfield and
conveyed the gravity of the
threat of the virus.
consistently
Trump had consistently
dismissed any danger from the
virus for the USA, even though
his trade advisor, Peter Navarro,
in late January and February
had submitted memos warning
of the risk of the virus epidemic.
To accuse China of not sharing
information and hiding the truth
about the virus is nothing but
plain dishonesty and chicanery.
China has correctly accused
Trump and his cohort of racism
for calling the COVID-19 coronavirus the “Chinese virus”. China’s official spokesperson has
pointed out that when the H1N1
virus was detected in California
in April 2009 and it became
a global pandemic, it was not
called an “American virus”.
American history is replete with
talk of the “yellow peril” from the
19th century onwards. Trump is
just echoing this view.

Trump has also turned his
anger towards the WHO, which
had provided an objective
and scientific report about the
incidence of the coronavirus
in Wuhan and the Chinese
government’s efforts in dealing
with it. The WHO had declared
COVID-19 a global pandemic
on 11th March. Trump has taken
the criminal step of cutting off
US funding to the world body at
a time when all resources must
be deployed to fight the deadly
disease.
The anti-China campaign
has proliferated in India too. Editorials and commentaries have
appeared critical of China and
regurgitating some of the stuff in
the western media. Although the
Modi government has not joined
its friends such as President
Bolsonaro of Brazil in maligning
China, the right-wing Hindutva
forces are active in propagating
absurd anti-China stories in the
social media. For this deranged
crowd, the coronavirus threat is
presented by Muslims internally
and by the Chinese externally.
The Modi government is,
however, influenced by its close
strategic ties with the USA.
Secretary of State Pompeo told
journalists in mid-April that the
USA and India are co-operating
in the fight against COVID-19.
But he added: “We continue to
talk about the bigger issues,
free and open Indo-Pacific,
challenge of China and trade.”
Here comes the geo-politics: the
challenge of China.
The USA is prodding India to
curtail economic ties with China
just as Japan is seeking to
withdraw investments from China. Taking their cue from this,
ministers in the government are
talking about wooing companies
that have invested in China to
come to India instead.
At a time when the country is faced with a crisis and
contraction of the economy,
a relevant question to ask is
whether this approach to China
is in India’s interests or the
USA’s. But that is a question
which Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will not even entertain,
leave alone answer.
Joining the anti-China
brigade at this juncture would
only make the country subject to
the vagaries of an irrational and
self-centred US president and
more beholden to imperialist
interests.
People’s Democracy (India)
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The US aims at Greenland
government allocates to
Greenland large, yearly
block grants amounting
to hundreds of millions
of dollars. Danish bankers and corporations
expect access to Greenland’s future profits.
Besides Denmark
and the USA, the Arctic
Council consists of Canada, Finland, Iceland,
Norway, Sweden and
Russia. Rising temperatures in the Arctic have
fuelled a rising anticipation of future profits and
rising tension inside this
council, reflecting competing interests.
Counterposed to the
Arctic Council is the
Inuit Circumpolar Coun-

by G Dunkel

THE USA, even during a pandemic, does
not want to relax its
imperialist exploits in
the Arctic.
Global warming is
proceeding more rapidly in the Arctic than in
any other region of the
world. As it proceeds,
resources, until recently
buried under hundreds
of feet of ice, have become available. Shipping lanes are opening
up from East Asia to
Europe or the east coast
of North America that
cut the length of the trip
by 3,000 miles.
Greenland, the
world’s largest island,
straddles the Arctic Circle and has, beyond 10
per cent of the world’s
fresh water bound up
in the deep glaciers that
cover it, huge deposits of
sand and gravel growing
from its melting glaciers.
These deposits can
be transported cheaply to
the construction industry
of the European Union.
Greenland has rare earth
elements that China is
willing to develop. Prospectors are looking for
iron ore, lead, zinc, diamonds, gold, uranium
and oil, but currently
there is only one largescale mine operating.

Greenland has limited home rule under
Danish control; Greenlanders have a parliament but Denmark controls foreign relations,
defence and economic development. The
USA could not simply
declare it was sending
a new ambassador to
Greenland – along with
$12.1 million. Instead it
needed the agreement of
the Danish government,
which has allowed the
USA to set up its new
consulate in a “Danish
military facility”.
The consulate will
be moved to Nuuk, the
capital of Greenland,
when travel restrictions

• T-shirt produced by the US National Republican Congressional Committee.

are lifted.
The USA has had
military bases in Greenland since 1942. The
bases’ purpose was to
block the Germans,
who were then occupying Denmark, from
establishing outposts in
Greenland. Thule, which
is now a US Space Force
base, is the only US base
left from those days.
Although Denmark
has been officially a
non-nuclear member
of NATO, the USA has
based nuclear weapons
at Thule. In 1968, a
B52 crashed and burned
near Thule. It had been
carrying nuclear weapons, which ruptured
and burned. One of the
weapons has never been
recovered.
Camp Century is
a much more relevant
and dangerous example
of how the USA uses
Greenland. Between
1953 and 1967, the US
Army built a series of secret bases around Thule
as precursors of a larger
ballistic missile complex.
The USA was planning to deploy up to 600
medium-range ballistic
missiles with nuclear
warheads, constantly
moving around on a railway cut into Greenland’s
ice sheet. Project Iceworm was never completed, but left behind
tons of waste – diesel
fuel, polychlorinated

biphenyls (PCBs) and
low-level radioactive
waste. Due to global
warming, this waste is
now being exposed.
The $12.1 million
fund that the USA and
Denmark are making
such a fuss over is facing
two challenges: how
to develop Greenland’s
mining and how to develop other profitable
activities, particularly
tourism.
Denmark is a small
country with a colonial
past that is part of the
imperialist bloc. At various times, Denmark’s
rulers controlled Iceland
and the Faroe Islands in
the North Atlantic, the
Virgin Islands in the Caribbean and trading posts
in Ghana. The Danish

• An artist’s impression!

• Giant surveillance station at Thule US airbase.

cil, formerly the Inuit
Circumpolar Conference. It is a multinational
non-governmental organisation (NGO) representing the 180,000 Inuit
peoples living in Alaska,
Canada, Greenland and
Chukotka, the eastern
area of Siberia.
About 85 per cent
of the people living in
Greenland are Indigenous people of Inuit
ancestry, who call themselves Greenlanders.
Some of them are demanding independence,
but they all seek the
education and economic
development that respects their culture and
environment.
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Michael Lucas:
immigrant
organiser and
friend of the
Soviet people
by Greg Butterfield

MICHAEL LUCAS,
editor of Northstar
Compass and leader
of the International
Council for Friendship
and Solidarity with the
Soviet People, died in
Toronto on 4th May.
He was 94.
Lucas was a fixture
of the Canadian left
for decades, especially
amongst communities of
progressive immigrants
from Eastern Europe and
Russia. He was longtime head of the Society of Carpatho-Russian
Canadians. A musician,
Lucas was deeply committed to preserving and
sharing the culture and
traditions of his people.
Throughout his long life,
he was a staunch supporter of socialism and
the anti-fascist traditions
of the Soviet Union.
He worked tirelessly
for international worker
rights across the world,
in support of trade unions and civil rights in
North America and beyond.
Outside Canada,
many of us first got to
know Lucas through his
work producing Northstar Compass. This print
journal provided news
and translations from the
communist movement in
the former Soviet Union
following the capitalist
counter-revolution of
the early 1990s, as well
as reports of solidarity
actions in other parts
of the world. At a time
before the wide availability of the Internet,

• Michael Lucas.

smart phones and translation apps, this material
would otherwise have
been unavailable to most
activists.
In the difficult years
after the USSR’s destruction, Northstar
Compass played a crucial role connecting
socialists and communists worldwide with
the re-emerging working-class movement in
the post-Soviet states.
After Lucas launched the
Canadian Friends of the
Soviet People in 1991,
branches sprang up in
the USA and many other countries, helping to
bring together socialists
of different views who
had weathered the storm

with their revolutionary
commitment intact.
The national chapters [branches] of the
Friends of the Soviet
People sponsored commemorative events for
socialist holidays such
as International Working
Women’s Day and the
anniversary of the Russian Revolution, helping
to preserve those working-class traditions until
they could be revived
by new generations of
activists.
Northstar Compass
was one of the few English-language sources
for truthful information
on the repression under
the Boris Yeltsin regime.
It published reports on

the role of US and Canadian imperialism in the
October 1993 shelling of
the Congress of Soviets
and subsequent massacre of leftists in Moscow
that the corporate media
refused to print.
The final print edition of Northstar Compass appeared in 2017.
Lucas’s passing has
already been taken notice of in several countries, including Russia,
Nepal and the USA – an
indication of the lasting
significance and respect
for his dedicated work.
As his long-time collaborator on the International Council, George
Gruenthal, wrote, Lucas
“not only wrote most of
the material [for Northstar Compass], but also
did the layout, stuffing
the envelopes and mailing of the journal. He
kept up this work until
he was in his 90s, with
help from his wife Helen
and other comrades from
Toronto and around the
world.”
Bill Dores, New
York-based organiser
of the Campaign for
Solidarity with Labor
in Russia in the 1990s,
knew Lucas. He said:
“ M i c h a e l w a s C a rpatho-Russian [a nationality from the region that is today part
of eastern Slovakia and
southwestern Ukraine]
and grew up under Hungarian occupation. The
Hungarian fascist regime didn’t allow them
to speak their language.
If soldiers heard children
speaking the language,
they would beat them.
“His father went to
Canada to work in the
nickel mines, hoping to
bring his family over as
soon as he made some
money. But he got involved in union organising and was jailed. It
was several years before
his family could join him
in 1938.”
Dores explained:
“As head of the Canadian-Soviet Friendship
Society, the Society of
Carpatho-Russian Canadians, and later International Council for
Friendship and Solidarity with the Soviet People, he was frequently
threatened and sometimes attacked physically by right-wing Eastern

• Above: Northstar Compass, published for many years.
Below: another one of his many publications.

European émigrés. He
also struggled to keep
the Carpatho-Russian
Society Hall out of the
hands of greedy real
estate interests, who also
threatened him.
“He was banned from
the United States after he
took part in a railroad
construction project in
Yugoslavia after World
War II, kind of like the
Venceremos Brigade
that does volunteer work

in Cuba,” said Dores.
“But he was able to get
in a couple of times during the ‘90s.”
Lucas is survived by
his partner and fellow
organiser Helen Lucas,
his children Michael
Jr and Mary Ann, and
comrades around the
world who share his
lifelong commitment to
the socialist future.
Fightback News
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LETTERS
Dear Comrades

Bob Ede’s assessment of RT UK is spot
on [NW:2061, 24th April
2020].
Bob rightly says that
Russia is a capitalist state,
but I find it interesting that
RT manages to produce
news and documentaries
that are not only of the
highest standard, but also
anti-imperialist. Take for
example Ross Ashcroft’s
Renegade Inc. In my view,
this is a programme definitely worth watching,
with its progressive and
insightful analysis of economic and social affairs.
Also, Lee Camp’s Redacted tonight deserves, I think,
a mention here. This a
hard-hitting comedy about
the capitalist system. Lee
Camp is a comedian, but
he is also a serious socialist
who has written several
books. Guests on his show
have included top Marxist
economists such as Professor Richard Wolff and
Dr Michael Hudson, along
with the prolific socialist
writer Vijay Prashed.
There is one RT documentary I will never forget,
it was called The Burn Pits.
There is also a book by that
name, written by Joseph
Hickman, which I cannot
recommend highly enough
to New Worker readers. The
documentary and book tells
the harrowing story of US
soldiers, afflicted with rare
cancers and respiratory
diseases caused by ‘burn
pits’ in Iraq and Afghanistan, in which US military
contractors incinerated
mountains of toxic trash,
including plastics, metals,
medical waste and even
human body parts. How
the GIs were treated by the
US government when they

returned home was (and is)
shocking to say the least!
A McKerl
Fife
Dear Comrades

A self-belief in its own
exceptionalism and assumed moral leadership
of the so-called free world
places the USA into a special position. It has certainly put America into
the top spot 0150 but not
in the way they would
care to admit. The nation
is aggressive and arrogant,
having started more wars
and overthrown more progressive governments than
any other in history.
The USA has the
world’s largest stockpile
of nuclear weapons. The
USA, unlike People’s China or the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea
(DPRK), which have both
committed to non-first use
of nuclear weapons, has
given no such undertaken.
It was the USA that used
atomic bombs to destroy
the cities of Hiroshima
and Nagasaki. The top
imperialist power aims to
maintain its vast superiority by threats and sanctions
against others that seek a
genuine deterrent against
an American attack.
As the top economic
power, the USA is able
to dominate much of the
world. It uses its position
to exploit cheap labour,
plunder resources and run
its economy with a permanent trade deficit by
printing more dollars. Its
immense wealth and great
innovation have enabled it
to create such institutions
as Visa, Google and Boeing, upon which the world
has come to depend. The
threat to withdraw these
services and products is a
powerful weapon.
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Whilst promoting itself
as top supreme democracy,
which others should copy
and envy, its much-vaunted
free elections are a sham.
There is almost no chance
of a working-class candidate being elected to
high office against property
developers and grotesque
celebrities with vast financial backing and supported
by a mass media that Joseph Goebbels would have
been proud of. Power lies
firmly with big business
and financial institutions.
Policies are driven and
dictated by powerful lobby
groups such as the military
industrial complex.
The world is changing.

Other capitalist countries
are starting to stand up and
challenge US hegemony.
Russia has given magnificent support to the Syrian people as they fight
against US-sponsored
terrorism and has taken
a principled stand to protect Russian-speakers in
Eastern Ukraine. A greater challenge now comes
from People’s China, with
its remarkable economic
development, growing political influence and technical development. Under
the wise leadership of the
Communist Party of China,
it has emerged as a powerful force for peace and is
able to stand up against the
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great bully.
John Maryon
Suffolk
Dear Comrades
The 18th May was the
40th anniversary of the
Kwangju uprising in south
Korea and the subsequent
massacre by south Korean
puppet armed forces. There
is not a word however,
from the mainstream media
or the ‘human rights’ liberals who have airbrushed
the events of May 1980 in
south Korea out of history.
It was on the 18th
May 1980 that citizens of
Kwangju City in south Korea rose up against martial
law that had been imposed
by the Chun Du Hwan
fascist puppet regime of
south Korea.
The south Korean puppets deployed paratroopers, tanks and helicopters
against the uprisers, murdered 5,000 of them and injured 14,000. It is believed
that US troops in south
Korea also took part in the
massacre and certainly US
warships were on standby.
You won’t read about
this is in the mainstream
media, nor will NKNews
say anything about it –
they would lose their south
Korean state funding and
CIA money if they did
that. Similarly, the ‘human
rights’ liberals who continually bleat about ‘defectors’ and agitate about
imaginary ‘concentration
camps ‘ in the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea
(DPRK) are totally silent
about this real massacre,
which was literally a war
by the south Korean regime
(string-pulled by the USA)
on its own people.
Since the 1980s there
has been a massive propaganda operation by the
south Korean puppet regime to whitewash its
image. The mainstream
media and dishonest academics present a false
picture of south Korea as
‘democracy’ – the Kwangju massacre shows the opposite. In contrast to south
Korea, People’s Korea is
independent and built on
the bedrock of popular
support.
Dermot Hudson
South London
The editor welcomes
letters from our readers. If you have a
contribution to make
please make sure it
reaches us before
Wednesday. You can
send your letters to:
PO Box 73, London
SW11 2PQ, or email
party@NCP.clara.net

Diary
THUR 28 MAY
Marx Memorial Library:
Doug Jolly: pioneer of
battlefield surgery in
the Spanish Civil War,
by David Lane. 20:00.
Online: register via
Eventbrite.
THUR 4 JUNE
Marx Memorial Library:
Equinomics: Placing
equality at the centre of
our post virus economy.
Lecture by John MacDonnell. 19:00-21:00.
Online: register via
Eventbrite.
SAT 6 JUNE
Stop the War Coalition:
Coronavirus, War &
Empire: Arundhati Roy,
Jeremy Corbyn and
Tariq Ali. Online meeting 12:00. Register via
STCW website.
SAT 6 JUNE
Palestine Solidarity
Campaign: The Jewish
National Fund as a
Pillar of Israeli Apartheid (1948-1967).
Online meeting, 16:00.
Register at http://bit.ly/
StopJNFWebinar
MON 22 JUNE
Marx Memorial Library:
Panel discussion
marking 75 years since
victory over fascism.
19:00-20:00. Online:
register via Eventbrite.
SAT 4 JULY
Palestine Solidarity
Campaign: The Jewish
National Fund as a
Pillar of Israeli Apartheid (1967 to present).
Online meeting, 16:00.
Register at http://bit.ly/
StopJNFWebinar
SAT 1 AUG
Palestine Solidarity Campaign: From
Prawer to the Jewish
National Fund 2040
Plan. Online meeting,
16:00. Register at http://
bit.ly/StopJNFWebinar
SAT 5 SEPT
Palestine Solidarity
Campaign: Nexus of
Forces Allied with the
Jewish National Fund.
Online meeting, 16:00.
Register at http://bit.ly/
StopJNFWebinar
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Scottish
Political
News
by our Scottish political
affairs correspondent
Freedom of
Information Wars

READERS of the Guardian are likely to be under the illusion that the
Scottish National Party’s
(SNP’s) handling of the
coronavirus crisis has
been unimpeachable.
The reality is far different. Just about the only
speedy action taken by the
SNP Government as the
present crisis emerged was
the vital one of restricting
the Freedom of Information (FoI) laws. Their cut
and paste emergency law
included extra clauses allowing allow public bodies
to vastly extend the time
they have for replying to
FoI requests from citizens.
Instead of 20 days they
could take 60 days, or
even 100 days in certain
circumstances. In some
cases, it could even take
10 months when there were
reviews. This of course
delays things so that news
is ancient history before it
is made public.
The Scottish Information Commissioner said
that these would set a bad
“international precedent”
and damage Scotland’s
reputation. Even Boris
Johnson’s government
made no such alteration
in its emergency laws and
only Bolsonaro in Brazil
has taken a similar course.
Even before this the
SNP have had a long history of attempting to get
round the FoI laws. Two
years ago they had the
highest percentage of FoI
rejections compared with
other bodies in Britain, at
38 per cent.
Other common means
of dodging the law have
been for ministers to use
private email accounts to
conduct private business
and holding un-minuted
meetings.
On Monday, a Holyrood Committee report
published into the workings of the Freedom of
Information (Scotland) Act
(FOISA) highlighted the
fact that it contained many
loopholes. In particular,
it reported that the divide
between the public and
private sector has become
blurred resulting in private
companies in receipt of
public funds or providing

public services not being
covered under the Act.
On Tuesday, a rare successful attempt was made
by all the opposition parties
to reverse the recent extension to the FoI deadline.
Adam Tompkins, Glasgow
Tory MSP, successfully
argued that: “The way we
have left our freedom of
information laws after last
month’s bill left a sour taste
in the mouth and is deeply
unsatisfactory.”
Neil Findlay, Labour
MSP, added: “This is very
welcome. I now hope we
can repeal the unnecessary
legislation the Scottish
Government brought in.
At this time when life and
death decisions are being
made, we need maximum
transparency and accountability.”
Green MSP Andy
Wightman, who originally
supported the measures he
now deplores, added his
tuppence-worth, saying:
“Public bodies may have
been overwhelmed at the
start of the crisis but that
does not mean that they
should avoid scrutiny.”
Labour’s Monica Lennon deplored that fact that
MSPs have struggled to
get information and health
data from ministers, adding: “We’re routinely being told that the Scottish
Government doesn’t hold
the information, or we get
a holding response.”
The handling of the
present crisis clearly
demonstrates why the SNP
were so keen to prevent
news getting out. Whereas
Sturgeon is always keen
to report on the Cobra
meetings with the Prime
Minister before anyone
else, she is less forthcoming about what she knew
about the early stages of
the coronavirus outbreak
and what is happening at
present. In mid-February,
an outbreak of COVID-19
took place in an Edinburgh
hotel at an international
conference for sportswear
company Nike, which also
affected staff members of
companies catering for it
and others in a neighbouring office.
Instead of going public
the information was not
publicised nor, it seems,
was any action taken, according to local Labour
MP Ian Murray. “Now it
transpires workers at two
companies with links to the
conference may have been
affected by the outbreak.
They were kept in the dark
by the Government and
only know about the Nike
outbreak because of a media investigation. If the
Government had its way,
this would remain a secret.

Nicola Sturgeon is guilty of
failing to be honest” said
Murray. The SNP Government claimed that those
at risk were identified and
close contacts were traced,
however, one guest who
stayed at the hotel said he
wasn’t contact traced by
officials.
Another little-known
fact is that two weeks after
the SNP announced it was
hiring 2,000 contact-tracers
not a single one had been
appointed to implement its
trace, track, isolate (TTI)
strategy, by which time
1,500 had been appointed
south of the border and no
less than 8,500 had applied
in Scotland. Nine weeks in,
the St Andrew’s First Aid
charity offered the services
of its many skilled volunteers – but were ignored for
eight days until their Chief
Executive kicked up a fuss.
In some cases, the results of testing have simply
been ignored. Recommendations from Health Protection Scotland have stated that staff in care homes
should be “permitted” to
finish their shift after testing positive for the virus.
It also said that extending
testing for COVID-19 to
care homes with no sign
of infection “would generally be considered a lower
priority” when it came
to light that virus-related
deaths in Scottish care
homes are double the ratio
of England, in one home 58
per cent of the them. Forty-three per cent of Scottish
deaths have taken place in
care homes compared with
25 per cent in England.
SNP government guidance was that frail, elderly
patients discharged from
hospital could be placed
in care homes without any
testing. The results of that
policy are now coming to
light.
All this is merely par
for the course of the Scottish NHS. Apart from the
inability to build hospitals on time and within
budget, treatment targets
are routinely unmet. Record numbers of people
were spending more than

12 hours waiting for treatment in Scottish A&Es
when people thought Corona was just a lager. Urgent
cancer targets have not
been met for eight years
and drug deaths are three
times higher north of the
border than in the UK as
a whole.
A Busy Minister

We can still take our
hats off to Jeane Freeman
however, she is having a
busy time of it. Much of
her time seems to be spent
standing beside the First
Minister when she gives
her daily press conference
on the coronavirus. Freeman is not normally allowed to speak very much
for fear of detracting from
the star turn and because
the risk of her putting her
foot in it is unusually high,
even for an SNP minister.
Despite her busy
workload, Freeman has
found time to assist an
SNP supporting journalist.
When hack Angela Hackett
ranted on Twitter about
supermarket Asda failing
to supply every item on
her shopping list (a very
common problem before
the crisis), the Health Secretary responded by saying
“send me your details and
we will speak to Asda to try
and make sure this doesn’t
happen to anyone else”, as
if getting a bottle of semiskimmed milk rather than
the desired full-cream milk
was worth crying over.
One thing keeping her
busy has been “treating
MSPs with contempt” by
refusing to answer questions about the coronavirus
crisis. Her response is generally to issue meaningless
holding answers to written
queries about her handling
of the outbreak in order
to delay hard facts – on
one day Freeman delayed
answers 30 times! Labour
MSP Neil Findlay, who
got 12 holding answers in
one day, said: “It is Parliament’s job to hold the
government to account. We
are waiting far too long for
answers.”

New Worker supporters

groups exist to support the weekly newspaper of
the New Communist Party.
Individual membership is £10.00 ( 8 Euros or $10)
for all or part of the calendar year and every member will receive a New Worker Supporters Group
(NWSG) card and a copies of the Internal Bulletin
for the year.
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New efforts to
Piers Corbyn arrested
combat coronavirus at anti-lockdown protest
by Huaxia

Another 170 COVID-19
patients have died in
Britain as of 16th May,
bringing the total COVID-19-related death toll
in the country to 34,636,
Secretary of State for
Business, Energy and
Industrial Strategy Alok
Sharma said last weekend.
The figures include
deaths in all settings, including hospitals, care
homes and the wider community.
Chairing Sunday’s
Downing Street press briefing, Sharma told reporters
that to conquer the disease
“we need to find a safe,
workable vaccine”.
All Phase One participants at a University of
Oxford clinical trial have
received their vaccine dose
on schedule and are now
being monitored. The Imperial College London vaccine will move into clinical
trials by mid-June with
larger scale ones planned
for October, he said.
The Government will
invest an extra £84 million
funding to help accelerate
their work, said Sharma.
He said this money will be

Welsh
protest
at RAF
expansion
by New Worker
correspondent
CYMDEITHAS y Cymod, the Fellowship of
Reconciliation in Wales,
is leading a campaign
to stop the expansion of
the RAF Valley airbase
in Anglesey to Llanbedr
airfield in Harlech.
Cymdeithas y Cymod
is an international peace
organisation that has for
many years campaigned
against the use of the Llanbedr Airfield for military
training. “We are against
this development because
it further increases the militarisation of Wales” states
Cymdeithas y Cymod’s
secretary, Awel Irene.
Snowdonia Aerospace
at Llanbedr has begun the
process of establishing a

used to start mass producing the Oxford vaccine if
the trials prove successful.
Oxford University
has confirmed a global
licensing agreement with
AstraZeneca, which will
make 30 million vaccine
doses available to Britain
by September if the trials
are successful, as part of an
agreement for 100 million
doses in total.
He also announced
that the Government is
investing a further £93
million in the Vaccines
Manufacturing Innovation
Centre at Harwell in Oxfordshire, ensuring it opens
in summer 2021 ahead of
schedule.
Also on Sunday, the
British government announced that it has
launched the ‘UK Biobank
study’ to further track the
extent of the novel coronavirus spread across the
country.
Up to 20,000 people are
being asked to take part in
the study for at least six
months. The participants
will be chosen from existing, consented UK Biobank volunteers, as well
as their adult children and
grandchildren, according to
the government.

Each month, participants will be asked to
provide a sample of blood
using a finger-prick device
and to complete a short
questionnaire about any
relevant symptoms they
may have experienced.
The de-identified samples
will be returned to the UK
Biobank for processing
before being sent for validated antibody testing at
the University of Oxford.
The first results from
initial participants are expected to be available in
early June, said the government.
“This UK Biobank
study will build our understanding of the rate of
COVID-19 infection in
the general population and,
importantly, it will add to
our knowledge about the
risk factors that mean the
virus can affect individuals
differently,” said Health
Secretary Matt Hancock.
“Alongside the ongoing ONS (Office for
National Statistics) and
Imperial College research,
the results of this study will
assist our virus modelling
and inform future plans for
managing the pandemic,”
he added.
Xinhua

new Air Traffic Zone for
the airfield. The aim is to
train RAF pilots and pilots
from abroad in combat
skills at the base, which
is the RAF’s prime fast,
low-flying jet training
school.
The application from
Snowdonia Aerospace to
the Civil Aviation Authority
asks for a significant increase in air traffic at Llanbedr. As it stands, there
are 100–200 civil flights
per month but the application will increase flights
to a further 100–200 per
week with a maximum of
50 flights per day.
There are have been
many complaints from
Gwynedd and Môn about
the unbearable noise level
made by these planes.
Local communities are
living with unacceptable
levels of noise pollution
in order to support the
RAF and the sale of killing
machines throughout
the world. Cymdeithas y
Cymod and other organisations have protested
the training of Saudi pilots
at Valley and the sale of

weapons to the Middle
East knowing that Saudi
pilots are constantly bombing Yemen and causing a
humanitarian crisis.
Controversially,
Snowdonia Aerospace
lists amongst its stakeholders such companies
as BAE Systems, Qinetiq
and Thales, as well as the
Ministry of Defence and
the Welsh Government.
Gwynedd Council
has invested £500,000
of taxpayer’s money to
support the access to the
Llanbedr Airfield – and at
the time the Council was
against any development
that would support military
training of any kind. Cymdeithas y Cymod voiced its
fears at the time and drew
the public’s attention to
the danger. Now, it seems,
their fears were justified.
Dr Gwyn Williams, of
the Dwyryd and Glaslyn
branch of Cymdeithas y
Cymod, said: “The statement of need within this
application states that this
development is necessary ‘in the interest of the
economic strategy of both

by New Worker
correspondent

PIERS CORBYN, the
elder brother of former
Labour leader Jeremy
Corbyn, was arrested at
an anti-lockdown demonstration in Hyde Park in
London last weekend.
He had refused to leave
the area or provide his
personal details to the
police who were enforcing the current emergency regulations that ban
gatherings of more than
two people and enforce
social distancing during
the coronavirus crisis.
Piers Corbyn was led
away in handcuffs after
he used a megaphone to

tell a small crowd that 5G
and the pandemic were
linked, and lockdown was
a “pack of lies to brainwash you and keep you in
order”. Although Piers left
the Labour Party in 2002
during the run-up to the
Anglo-American invasion
of Iraq, he has remained
active in London street
politics. A well-known
Brexiteer and professional
weather-forecaster, Piers
Corbyn has also espoused
so-called ‘libertarian’ causes such as climate-change
denial and now, anti-lockdown protests.
He recently claimed
that the Johnson government was using the lockdown to build a “new world
order” that will see people

• Piers Corbyn arrested.

injected with microchips
for tracking.
Some 40 protesters
gathered at Speaker’s Corner in Hyde Park to protest
at the continuing lockdown called by the shadowy “UK Freedom Movement” for nation-wide
“mass gatherings” against
“mandatory vaccines” and
the “unlawful lock-down”
on Saturday. But few heeded the call of the social-media campaign that is clearly
inspired by far-right militia
movements which are making similar demands in the
USA. Only six turned up in
Southampton and the protest in Cardiff was attended
by just two people – who
had come from Bristol for
the occasion.

• Hawk trainers at RAF Valley.
the UK and the Welsh
government’. God forbid
that further development
of destructive weapons is

necessary. At a time when
the world needs rebuilding, we need to be asking
how efficient will the arms

industry be to safeguard
us from the real threats of
global warming or the next
pandemic.”
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by Mohamed Elmaazi

THE Government has
openly allied with the
USA in backing Venezuelan opposition
leader Juan Guaidó’s
self-appointment as
interim president.
But government
documents newly
obtained by a UKbased investigative
journalist reveal a
much deeper relationship with members
of the coup-government-in-waiting.
John McEvoy is an
independent journalist who has published
in the International
History Review, The
Canary, Tribune,
Jacobin, Declassified
UK and Brasil Wire,
amongst other publications. He reported
from Venezuela during the coup efforts in
2019, from Colombia
during the student
protests the same
year, and from France
in 2020 on the Yellow Vests movement
and general strike.
His main focus is on
contemporary British
involvement in Latin
America – notably
British state intervention and natural
resource extraction in
Colombia since 1989.

You recently
published an exposé
revealing the existence
of a secret unit
working within the
UK Foreign Office
that was liaising
with elements of the
Venezuelan opposition.
What exactly did you
discover?
John McEvoy: I
discovered a Foreign &
Commonwealth Office
(FCO) Unit named the
Venezuela Reconstruction Unit, which had
not previously been
acknowledged by either
the government, the
diplomat involved, nor
the Venezuelan opposition, with whom the
unit has collaborated.
It was also found that
Juan Guaidó’s representative in the UK,
Vanessa Neumann,
had spoken with FCO
officials about the
sustenance of British
business interests in

Secret Foreign
Office unit works
with Venezuelan
coup plotters

• Violent right wing groups are financed by foreign governments.

Venezuela’s ‘reconstruction’. Given Venezuela sits on the largest
proven oil reserves in
the world, and Neumann’s past links with
oil corporations, we can
only imagine what this
means.
Who are the key
players in this unit?
The only diplomat
that we know is involved thus far is John
Saville, the former UK
ambassador to Venezuela between 2014
and 2017. He’s been
a diplomat for some
decades.
Why is this significant, why should this
matter to anyone living
in Britain?
It’s obviously important for UK citizens
to know what is being
done in their name – be
it at home or abroad. In
the case of Venezuela,
which is undergoing
a serious political and
economic crisis, it’s
important that UK citi-

zens know how the UK
government is contributing to this – through
sanctions, partnering
with the USA in trying
to destabilise the country, and in planning for
the country’s ‘reconstruction’ following an
imagined coup.
When you look
at the past record of
British destabilisation
and ‘reconstruction’ –
in Iraq, Libya, Syria
or Afghanistan, for
instance – you get the
kind of idea of what
might await Venezuela
should the government
be overthrown. But it’s
not just about a utilitarian approach, it’s
also about confronting
imperialism. What right
does the UK government have in the ‘reconstruction’ of another
sovereign nation?
I’m sure the British
population would be
alarmed if it were to
learn that Venezuela
had a specialist unit
within its Ministry of
External Affairs planning for the ‘reconstruction’ of Britain.

Did the Foreign Office have an explanation for the existence
of this unit?
The FCO responded
in a way that has characterised British public
diplomacy over recent
years: that they are
trying to “help” Venezuelans resolve their
“appalling political
and economic crisis”.
Even the smallest understanding of British
foreign policy, and the
history of British interventions abroad, would
lead one immediately
to suspect this explanation. That’s before considering the numerous
different ways in which
the British government
has joined in with the
economic strangulation
of Venezuela over the
last 16 months – notably in freezing over
$1bn worth of Venezuelan gold held in the
Bank of England. These
sanctions are even more
concerning considering
the current coronavirus crisis – Venezuela

has been struggling to
import vital medication for years. What’s
more, if the Venezuela
Reconstruction Unit is
so committed to benign
objectives such as
democracy promotion
and political assistance,
it’s quite a wonder why
they kept silent about it
since Autumn 2019.
How would you
respond to someone
who says that it isn’t
that big a deal for
the Foreign Office to
have a group of people
whose job is to liaise
with opposition figures
in another country?
Of course it’s within
the FCO’s remit to
liaise with foreign politicians and diplomats.
In this case, those with
whom it is liaising have
been trying to violently
overthrow their elected
government for the last
16 months (and, in the
wider context, since
Hugo Chavez was first
elected in 1998). The
most recent instance
came to a head this

month when US and
Venezuelan mercenaries arrived on the
Venezuelan coasts with
plans to kidnap the
president and gun down
“violent colectivos” –
which is frequently a
code-word for working
class, usually socialist
communities in Venezuela who support the
legitimacy and sovereignty of their government and state.
In March and April
2019, I stayed with the
leader of a colectivo
in Caracas, Venezuela,
for two weeks. This
colectivo was dedicated to helping the local
children with cultural
events and activities –
dance, theatre, art etc.
Yet in the international
media, colectivos have
been comprehensively painted as violent,
thuggish supporters of
the Venezuelan government. Painting them as
‘thugs’ or ‘terrorists’
provides a pre-emptive
justification for attacking supporters of the
government and those
who defend the sovereignty of the Venezuelan state.
What this [recent
mercenary] plan entailed was a possible
massacre of the Venezuelans who would
inevitably come out in
defence of the sovereignty of their state.
The contract for this
operation reportedly
bears Juan Guaidó’s
signature and he is
named as the operation’s Commander in
Chief – and these plans
were underway when
Guaidó visited the UK
in January 2020. This
is, therefore, a unique
situation – the UK
government is collaborating, at the highest
levels, with political
forces that are involved
in what many would
describe as terrorism.
Is there anything
about their activities
that you still don’t
know that you want to
know?
Yes – another Freedom of Information
(FoI) request has been
sent; hopefully there
will be a follow-up article on this latest piece.
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China–Africa solidarity in action
pital was handed over to
the Nigerian government
to shore up its responses
to the COVID-19 outbreak.
China has now sent
medical expert teams to
Africa’s five sub-regions,
with their neighbouring
countries covered. Monday
saw the arrival of a group
of 12 Chinese experts in
Zimbabwe, together with
medical supplies including
ventilators, testing kits,
masks and protective suits.
Chinese medical experts have also held nearly
30 video meetings with
their African counterparts
and Chinese medical teams
have conducted nearly 400
training sessions on the
continent, with over 20,000
people trained.
From curbing the coronavirus’s spread to accelerating vaccine research and
development, from border
prevention and control to

Uncertain
future for
the EU
economy

largest regional economy,
will end the year with a
negative balance of -8.2.
According to Paolo
Gentiloni, European Commissioner for Economic
and Financial Affairs, it is
an unprecedented attack
against the economy after the Great Depression
that forced a change to
the pre-established rules
around the world.
This will have a direct
impact on the loss of jobs
and will put an end to the
recently achieved progress
in this important indicator.
France, for example, will
again exceed an unemployment rate of 10 per cent.
The public debt burden
will increase and will be
102 per cent of the GDP in
the Euro zone, but Greece
will show even worse results because it will reach
200 points, which is twice
the country’s production
for this year.
But the situation could
be even tougher. There is
much uncertainty about the
decision of several countries to lift the isolation and
social distancing measures
when there is a strong viral
flow in Italy, Spain and
France, amongst others.
In case of a second
wave of infections, stronger than the first one, the EU
economies would sink even
deeper and the chances of
a recovery next year would
be very distant indeed.
Radio Havana Cuba

THE COVID-19 pandemic will have a strong
negative effect on the
economies of the European Union member countries, which this year will
suffer an unprecedented
setback in their Gross Domestic Product (GDP) –
the worst since the Great
Depression of the 1930s.
This was confirmed by
the European Commission
when publishing its initial
projections in the spring
forecast, where it usually
traces the direction of the
integrating mechanism
until the end of the year.
The EU will probably
suffer a GDP drop of 7.4
per cent, which means a
loss of nine points compared with the previous
estimates. For the so-called
Eurozone – the set of nations covered in the common currency, the Euro
– the loss will be greater.
The negative effect will
not be symmetrical, nor
are the damages caused by
the COVID-19 pandemic.
Greece, one of weakest
links of the Eurogroup,
will have a fall of -9.7 per
cent; followed by Italy,
with -9.5; Spain at -9.4;
and France, although it
is considered the second

• Chinese aid arriving in Africa.

community management,
from clinical treatment to
personal protection, China
has been sharing its experience with Africa, particularly communities hard-hit

by the epidemic.
Such acts of kindness
and solidarity have garnered
widespread praise. Chairperson of the African Union
Commission Moussa Faki

Mahamat said last month
that the two sides are both
friends and comrades-inarms, whose destinies are
linked closely.
Beyond Africa, China

Iranian oil for
Venezuela

make such a mistake because it would have serious
repercussions for the Trump
administration in the run-up
to the November presidential elections.
Observers say that
Washington would not dare
to seize the Iranian vessels
especially after Iran’s reaction to a similar move
by the UK, a close ally of
Washington.
Iran has the upper hand
thanks to its missile power,
which was shown to the
Americans in the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corp’s
retaliatory missile strikes on
the US Ain al-Assad base
in Iraq.
The USA was also reminded of the Islamic Republic’s missile prowess following the recent successful
launch of the Nour-1 military satellite, which reached
orbit using the Qased satellite carrier. Some Western analysts claim Iran’s
satellite achievements are a
prelude to the development
of intercontinental ballistic
missiles.
Confident about its
missile capabilities, Iran
is going on with the fuel
shipment to its ally in Latin
America, mocking the US
sanctions on the oil sectors
of both countries.
The USA seems to be
between a rock and hard
place. Whilst it is unlikely
that Washington will dare to
intercept the tankers, if they
reach their destination safe
and sound it may tarnish the

‘superpower’ forever.
We must wait and see
whether the Trump administration will let the
Iranian tankers go and
strip Washington of its
‘superpower’ status, or
if it dares to intercept
the vessels and endangers Trump’s campaign
ahead of the November
elections.
Radio Havana Cuba

IRAN is shipping oil to
Venezuela in defiance
of US sanctions on both
countries in a symbolic
move guaranteed by Tehran’s missile prowess.
Unconfirmed reports
and tanker-monitoring
groups suggest that at least
five Iranian-flagged tankers are transporting fuel
to Venezuela through the
Atlantic Ocean despite
the US sanctions on both
Tehran and Caracas. Iran
has intentionally hoisted
its own flag over the huge
tankers, which are navigating through the Atlantic
before the eyes of the US
Navy.
According to reports,
Tehran is shipping large
consignments of oil to
Venezuela even though the
USA may try to intercept
the shipments and seize the
tankers.
There are unconfirmed
reports that the US Navy
has deployed the USS Detroit, USS Lassen, USS
Preble and USS Farragut
to the Caribbean along
with Boeing P8-Poseidon
patrol planes for a possible
encounter with the Iranian
vessels.
An Iranian source says
the USA will fail in any
attempt to block Iranian
oil shipments to Venezuela.
And analysts say it is very
unlikely that the USA will

Workers’
Party
demands
Bolsonaro’s
impeachment
THE Workers’ Party
(PT) of Brazil is moving the impeachment
of far-right President,
Jair Bolsonaro, for his
mismanagement of the
COVID-19 health crisis
that the country is
going through.
The left-wing party
has decided to submit a
collective impeachment
petition to the Chamber of Deputies against
President Jair Bolsonaro. Their request will
be supported by social
movements, civil society
organisations and legal
bodies.
“With this government, there is nothing
else to do,” said PT President Gleisi Hoffmann at

has been striving to bolster
international co-operation
against the novel coronavirus to fulfil its responsibility as a major country.
The Chinese government has so far provided
supplies to more than 150
countries and international
organisations, whilst Chinese enterprises have also
donated medical supplies
to more than 100 countries
and international organisations.
The coronavirus recognises no borders. Fortunately, co-operation knows
no boundaries.
At this critical moment,
countries should join hands
to replace their differences
with solidarity and eliminate prejudice with reason.
Doing so would foster
greater synergy to fight the
coronavirus.
Xinhua
the meeting at which the
decision was made. Bolsonaro “no longer works
with this government,”
added Hoffmann, who announced the move along
with the party leader in
the lower house, Enio
Verri, and the Minority
leader in Congress Jose
Guimarães.
Hoffmann said Bolsonaro “is incapable of
responding to the crisis
we are experiencing and
has neither the conditions
nor the administrative and
human capacity to run
the country”. The former
army captain (Bolsonaro)
“fights with the whole
world and does not protect the Brazilian people”.
The decision of the
Workers’ Party – the
movement of former
presidents Lula Da Silva
and Dilma Rousseff –
comes hours after Health
Minister Nelson Teich resigned less than a month
after taking office. Teich
replaced Luiz Henrique
Mandetta on 17th April,
who was dismissed by
Bolsonaro for his disagreements in managing
the coronavirus crisis.
Brazil is the epicentre
of the pandemic in Latin
America and the Caribbean, recording more than
220,291 positive cases
and around 14,962 deaths,
becoming one of the most
affected countries in the
world.
Radio Havana Cuba
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FOR DECADES, China–Africa friendship has
weathered vicissitudes at
every critical juncture.
As the two partners
jointly tackle the ravaging coronavirus pandemic,
their ties – featuring sincerity, real results, amity
and good faith – have fully
demonstrated the true value behind China’s vision
of building a community
with a shared future for
humanity.
Since the outbreak of
the coronavirus infection,
African countries have offered support for China’s
fight against the epidemic.
In return, amidst the spread
of coronavirus in Africa,
China has extended a helping hand by providing various forms of support and
assistance for its African
brothers.
On Tuesday, a China-assisted makeshift hos-

